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Before  long  you'll  "be  getting  your  clothes  ready  for  the  holidays.  With 
Christmas  and  New  Year's  parties  ahead  and  may"be  company  coming,  you'll  want  your 
clothes  to  look  their  "best.     Cleaning  and  pressing  will  give  them  that  fresh  new 
look.     Or,  if  they're  not  soiled,  a  good  pressing  alone  will  do  wonders  for  them. 

A  good  pressing  will  do  wonders  if;  you  know  how.     You  have  to  know  the 

tricks  a  good  tailor  uses  or  a  good  dry  cleaner.     Some  people  think  pressing  is  a 
job  you  can't  do  well  at  home.     That's  a  mistake.     You  just  have  to  realize  that 
pressing  is  an  art  in  itself  and  quite  different  from  ordinary  ironing. 

Here's  how  pressing  differs  from  ironing.     In  pressing  the  garment  is  dry. 
add  moisture  hy  having  a  moist  pressing  cloth  between  the  iron  and  the  garment. 
Then,  you  usually  press  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  garment. 

One  of  the  secrets  of  pressing  is  to  use  different  weights  of  cloth  for 
pressing  different  kinds  of  fabric.     A  heavy  wool  dress  needs  a  heavier  pressing 
cloth  than  a  thin  wool.     You'll  find  a  square  of  muslin,  say,  or  hoatsail  twill,  or 
fi  even  fine  firm  linen  crash  "better  for  pressing  heavy  wool  than  cheesecloth. 

Cheesecloth  is  all  right  for  very  thin  wool  fabrics  or  some  heavy  rayons, 
for  the  thin  silks  and  rayons,  use  tissue  paper  instead  of  a  pressing  cloth, 
"•isten  the  paper  slightly  with  a  damp  sponge  or  cloth. 

You  see,  successful  pressing  depends  a  good  deal  on  steaming.     The  heavier 
•■e  fabric,  the  more  steam  it  needs  for  a  good  press.    A  heavier  pressing  cloth 
*'-U  hold  more  moisture  and  supply  more  steam. 
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At  this  time  of  year  you're  prolDalDly  most  interested  in  pressing  wool,  and 
rayon  or  silk  dresses. 

|f  Here's  a  trick  to  rememlser  atout  pressing  wool:     Lay  a  flat  piece  of  wool 

cloth  under  the  wool  garment  you  are  pressing.     If  you  are  pressing  something  very 
heavy  like  a  winter  coat,  lay  a  piece  of  wool  under  and  also  over  the  coat.  And 
then  put  a  pressing  plpth  pn  top  of  all  three.    You!  11  Ije  surprised  how  this 
"wool  sandwich  press"  will  revive  and  rejuvenate  even  an  old  gs^ymqip^t. 

Here's  another  trick  to  rememher  ahout  pressing  wool.     "Wiggle"  the  iron 
back  and  forth  slowly  instead  of  pulling  it  up  and  down  in  a  straight  line  as  you 
do  in  ordinary  ironing.  If  you  pull  the  iron  up  and  down,  you  may  stretch  the  wool 
out  of  shape.     (Wool  stretches  readily  while  it  is  steaming.)    Keep  your  iron 
moving  slowly  hack  and  forth  from  side  to  side  so  it  won't  mark  or  stretch  the  wool. 
Be  sure  the  material  underneath  is  almost  dry  hefore  you  move  on  to  another  part 
of  the  garment, 

A  good  tailor  doesn't  press  wood  "hone  dry"  for  it  scorches  so  quickly. 
He  lifts  the  wool  garment  from  the  pressing  hoard  when  the  last  little  hit  of 
steam  is  still  rising  from  it.     Then  he  pats  or  heats  out  that  last  whiff  of  steam 
with  his  hand.     This  keeps  the  wool  from  having  a  hard  pressed  look. 

By  the  way,  a  good  tailor  is  most  particular  ahout  the  cloths  he  uses  for 
pressing.     He  washes    and  rinses  them  thoroughly  when  they  are  new  so  not  a  hit  of 
starch  or  sizing  remains.    He  keeps  them  clean  all  the  time.     And  he  washes  out 
every  trace  of  scorch,  if  he  is  unlucky  enough  to  let  the  iron  get  too  hot.  A 
scorched  cloth  can  discolor  the  garment  underneath. 

Here's  a  trick  for  taking  the  shine  from  the  hack  of  trousers  and  skirts. 
Sponge  the  shiny  worn  place  with  water  containing  a  little  ammonia.     Then  press 
vith  plenty  of  steam  and  when  dry  rough  up  the  surface  with  a  piece  of  emery  paper. 
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How  a  pointer  or  two  aDout  pressing  rayon.     Like  wool  fabric  rayon  comes 
out  best  if  you  press  it  on  the  wrong  side.    Use  tissue  paper  for  pressing 
unless  the  rayon  is  very  heavy.     The  trick  in  pressing  rayon  is  to  have  the  iron 
just  hot  enough  to  ta^ce  out  creases  hut  not  hot  enough  to  melt  the  fabric  and 
stick  to  it.     An  iron  just  a  little  too  hot  will  shine  or  stick  to  any  acetate 
fahniq . 

^Vr^t  one  last  point-this  one  about  pressi^ng  in^tp:^  g cottons.  The 
popular  corduroys  and  velveteens  this  year  will  press  successfully  under  a  damp 
cloth  and  a  good  ™  iron,  or  one  of  the  new  steam  irons.    Press  velveteen  until 
it  is  almost  dry  and  then  take  a  bmsh  and  fluff  up  the  velvety  surface  as  you 
would  fur. 

These  are  Just  a  few  hints  to  help  you  do  a  good  pressing  job  at  hone. 
You  can  see  from  these  hints  pressing  isn't  so  difficult.    And  you  can  see  you 
don't  need  any  special  equipment.    All  you  need  is  a  smooth,  firm,  well-padded 
ironing  board;  a  good  iron;  a  few  pieces  of  cloth  of  different  weights  to  use 
for  pressing;  tissue  paper,  a  basin  of  water,  and  maybe  a  sponge. 

That's  all  about  clothes  today.    Another  day  I'll  bring  you  news  about 
getting  the  house  ready  for  Christmas. 


